GUIDELINES FOR JUDGING ARTISTIC COMPETITIONS

MARKING CRTERIA (based on ISU Program Components, a marking range in increments of 0.25 from 0.00 to 10.00 will be applied for each of the following components).

Skating Skills:
Overall skating quality including any elements such as jumps, spins, spirals; edge control and flow over the ice surface demonstrated by a command of edges, steps, turns etc; clarity of technique; use of effortless power to accelerate and vary speed.  

Criteria:
· Balance, rhythmic knee action, precision of foot placement.
· Flow & effortless glide.
· Cleanness and sureness of deep edges, steps & turns.
· Varied use of power/energy, speed and acceleration.
· Multi-directional skating (forward & backward, clockwise & anti-clockwise & rotation in both directions).
· Mastery of one foot skating (no over use of skating on two feet).
· Pairs & Dance – equal mastery of technique by both partners in unison.
Transitions / Linking Footwork & Movement:
Varied and/or intricate footwork, positions, movements and holds linking all elements including entrances and exits of technical elements.  Transitions may be short or long, including use of blade, body, head, arms, legs as dictated by the music, with minimum use of cross-overs.
Criteria:
· Variety
· Difficulty
· Intricacy
· Quality (including unison in Pairs, Dance & Synchronized)
· Balance of workload between partners (Pairs & Dance)
· Variety of holds (not excessive side by side and hand in hand skating).
Performance / Execution:
The involvement of the skater/couple/teams physically, emotionally and intellectually as they translate the intent of the music and choreography.  Quaity of movement and precision in delivery, including harmony of movement in Pairs, Dance and Synchronized.  Use of techniques in edges, jumping, spinning, line and style, equal workload in speed and power (Pairs).
Criteria:
· Physical, emotional and intellectual involvement.
· Carriage.
· Style and individuality / personality, including distinctive use of line & movement as inspired by the music.
· Clarity of movement, ie precise execution of any movement.
· Variety and contrast, including varied use of tempo, rhythm and body movements.
· Projection resulting in an invisible connection with the audience.
· Unison, balance in performance and spatial awareness between partners (Pairs/Dance/Synchronized).
Choreography / Composition:  An intentinal, developed and/or original arrangement of all movements according to the principles of proportion, unity, space, pattern, structure and phrasing.
Criteria:
· Purpose (idea, concept, vision, mood).
· Proportion (equal weight of all parts).

· Unity (purposeful threading of all movements).

· Utilisation of personal and public space (movement phrases distributed over 360 degrees.

· Pattern and ice coverage (designed to use an interesting and meaningful variety of patterns and directions).

· Phrasing and form (movements and parts structured to match the phrasing of the music).

· Originality of purpose, movement and design (creative composition as inspired by the music and the underlying vision).

· Shared responsibility of purpose (Pairs/Dance/Synchronized) with each skater having equal roles with steps, movements and a sense of purpose in unifying the composition of the program.

Interpretation:  The personal and creative translation of the music to movement on ice, including the subtle use of finesse to reflect the nuances of all the fundamentals of music (melody, rhythm, harmony).

Criteria:

· Effortless movement in time to the music.
· Expression of the music’s style, character and rhythm.
· Use of finesse to reflect the nuances of music.
· Relationship between partners reflecting the character of the music (Pairs/Dance/Synchronized).
· Appropriateness of music.
Interpretive Aspects of Costume/Props

Costumes and props should be appropriately selected to enhance the character of the program/ for development of the theme / interpretation of the music. The use of props will only be rewarded where effective in developing the theme/ enhancing the character of the program. Holding a prop with no purpose will not be rewarded.

Balance/Content of Program

Emphasis is placed on the selection of artistic elements and the variety of expressive and innovative moves.  A good program will include artistic field movements, eg. footwork, steps, spirals, Ina Bauers, spreadeagles, imaginative spins and jumps. The program must also be balanced with respect to the use of the ice surface.  Unison and choreographic awareness of the pair/couple/team as a whole will also be considered in Pair, Dance & Synchronized events.
